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C OM PR E H E N SI V E PL A N U PDAT E

PROJECT SCHEDULE

Contact: 
Wilson County Planning Department
PlanningAndZoning@wilsoncountync.gov
Office: 252-399-2965, option 2
Project website: 
https://www.wilsoncountync.gov/departments/
development-services/planning/2045-
comprehensive-plan

STAY CONNECTED WITH US! When The update 
kicked off in Fall of 

2023 and will conclude 
in fall of 2024: 

There are numerous 
meetings, open houses, 
and opportunities for 

community input.

Who This project is a 
collaborative effort of: 

•	County Staff
•	Local Stakeholders

•	Advisory Committee
•	Planning Board & Board of 

Commissioners
•	 The Public (YOU!)

Why
Since the adoption of 
the last Land Use Plan 

(2008), Wilson County has 
grown. This plan will confirm 

the shared vision for the future 
and provide a roadmap for 
County leadership and staff 

in achieving those goals.

What A comprehensive plan 
update involves data 

analysis and mapping, public 
engagement, and community 

goal setting.
The plan will include a Future 

Land Use Map and policy 
recommendations to achieve 

the vision and goals of the 
community.
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Did You Know? In 2022, Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting 
produced $96.1 million in GDP for Wilson County, 

North Carolina.

This map shows both Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) 
participants and associated 1/2-mile buffer zones. A majority of VADs 
are located in the southwestern portion of the County. 

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE AIMED TOWARDS FURTHERING THE 
COUNTY’S RICH AGRICULTURAL HISTORY AND THE RELATION TO 
CONSERVATION AND CONTRIBUTION TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY. 

R E C OM M E N DAT ION S :  AG R IC U LT U R E

 Case Study: Alamance County Farmland 
Preservation Program

The Alamance County Farmland Preservation Program is an initiative that 
protects agricultural lands and promotes sustainable farming practices 
within the county. This program is supported by the NC Agriculture 

Development & Farmland Preservation Trust Fund and the Piedmont Land 
Conservancy.

The primary goals of the program are to:
1.	 Promote Agricultural Values: By increasing the visibility and pride 
in the agricultural community, the program supports the economic and 
financial health of local agriculture and forestry. 
2.	 Preserve Farmland: These voluntary agreements allow landowners 
to sell the non-agricultural development rights of their land. Landowners 
retain ownership, the right to sell or rent the land, and the right to farm.

•	Preserve rural and agricultural areas.
•	Support the development of a regional greenbelt that will connect agricultural lands, 
floodplains, forests, wetlands, greenway corridors, open spaces, and natural areas. Forming 
partnerships with local land trusts, conservation agencies, and/or municipalities is 
recommended. 

•	Continue to notify property owners of the presence and significance of the Voluntary 
Agriculture District program and enrolled properties.

•	Support agricultural production and agritourism as economic 
engines. 
•	Maintain a focus on supporting the operation of production agriculture. E.g. - minimize 
residential development (and associated traffic congestion) on roads in rural areas, support 
agricultural-supportive industries, land uses, and operations, establish larger buffers for 
residential development adjacent to production agriculture, etc.

•	Partner with the Chamber of Commerce to expand vendors at the Wilson Farmers & 
Artisan Market. 

•	Encourage agritourism activities for existing operations that are interested in the bona-fide 
farm designation. 

•	Maintain availability of and access to local agricultural products. 
•	Provide opportunities for local farms to sell goods to residents, businesses, and visitors. 

Plan Recommendations
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Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold

Sales
($1,000)

Rank
in

State b

Counties
Producing

Item

Rank
in

U.S. b

Counties
Producing

Item

Total 210,697 17 100 481 3,077

Crops 162,671 2 100 244 3,073

Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, dry peas 24,304 17 99 1,066 2,916

Tobacco 53,836 1 62 1 323

Cotton and cottonseed 5,959 14 52 250 647

Vegetables, melons, potatoes, sweet potatoes 55,365 2 100 56 2,821

Fruits, tree nuts, berries (D) (D) 98 (D) 2,748

Nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, sod (D) 4 98 (D) 2,601

Cultivated Christmas trees, short rotation
woody crops - - 38 - 1,384

Other crops and hay (D) 18 98 (D) 3,040

Livestock, poultry, and products 48,027 42 100 981 3,073

Poultry and eggs 39,299 33 98 302 3,007

Cattle and calves (D) (D) 100 (D) 3,055

Milk from cows - - 49 - 1,892

Hogs and pigs (D) 35 95 (D) 2,856

Sheep, goats, wool, mohair, milk 36 47 95 1,931 2,984

Horses, ponies, mules, burros, donkeys 769 5 92 258 2,970

Aquaculture - - 54 - 1,251

Other animals and animal products (D) (D) 97 (D) 2,878

Total Producers c 472

Sex
Male 342
Female 130

Age
<35 42
35 – 64 278
65 and older 152

Race
American Indian/Alaska Native -
Asian 3
Black or African American 39
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander -
White 430
More than one race -

Other characteristics
Hispanic, Latino, Spanish origin 7
With military service 60
New and beginning farmers 145

Percent of farms that:

Have internet
access 76

Farm
organically 2

Sell directly to
consumers 5

Hire
farm labor 36

Are family
farms 94

Top Crops in Acres d

Soybeans for beans 40,976
Corn for grain 14,237
Vegetables harvested, all 12,562
Tobacco 11,792
Sweet potatoes 11,222

Livestock Inventory (Dec 31, 2017)

Broilers and other
meat-type chickens (D)

Cattle and calves 1,794
Goats 68
Hogs and pigs (D)
Horses and ponies 576
Layers 285
Pullets (D)
Sheep and lambs 182
Turkeys (D)

See 2017 Census of Agriculture, U.S. Summary and State Data, for complete footnotes, explanations, definitions, commodity descriptions, and
methodology.
aMay not add to 100% due to rounding. b Among counties whose rank can be displayed. c Data collected for a maximum of four producers per farm.
d Crop commodity names may be shortened; see full names at www.nass.usda.gov/go/cropnames.pdf. e Position below the line does not indicate rank.
(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. (NA) Not available. (Z) Less than half of the unit shown. (-) Represents zero.

Percent of state agriculture
sales

Total and Per Farm Overview, 2017 and change since 2012

2017
% change

since 2012

Number of farms 276 -7

Land in farms (acres) 122,946 +10

Average size of farm (acres) 445 +19

Total ($)

Market value of products sold 210,697,000 +17

Government payments 1,129,000 -40

Farm-related income 4,995,000 +83

Total farm production expenses 176,935,000 +23

Net cash farm income 39,885,000 (Z)

Per farm average ($)

Market value of products sold 763,396 +26

Government payments

(average per farm receiving) 8,239 -19

Farm-related income 36,998 +83

Total farm production expenses 641,070 +32

Net cash farm income 144,511 +7

2
Share of Sales by Type (%)

Crops 77

Livestock, poultry, and products 23

Land in Farms by Use (%) a

Cropland 82

Pastureland 3

Woodland 14

Other 1

Acres irrigated: 1,145

1% of land in farms

Land Use Practices (% of farms)

No till 38

Reduced till 9

Intensive till 32

Cover crop 18

Farms by Value of Sales Farms by Size

Number Percent of Total a Number Percent of Total a

Less than $2,500 97 35 1 to 9 acres 32 12

$2,500 to $4,999 24 9 10 to 49 acres 89 32

$5,000 to $9,999 10 4 50 to 179 acres 70 25

$10,000 to $24,999 37 13 180 to 499 acres 37 13

$25,000 to $49,999 6 2 500 to 999 acres 14 5

$50,000 to $99,999 28 10 1,000 + acres 34 12

$100,000 or more 74 27
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Wilson County accounts for
2%

of state agricultural sales

AGRICULTURE ,  FORESTRY,  FISHING,  AND 
HUNTING -  2023Q2

As part of a separate analysis to this plan, an 
agritourism assessment has been prepared 
which outlines various approaches for Wilson 
County farms to attract visitors for the purposes 
of entertaining or educating while generating 
income.

Support local agriculture 
by creating a Wilson County 

Grower endorsement to verify 
local farming operations. 
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Wilson CountyTHESE RECOMMENDATIONS AIM TO EXPAND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN WILSON COUNTY. 

R E C OM M E N DAT ION S :  R E C R E AT ION 

•	Create public recreational opportunities that connect and 
compliment facilities and services provided by municipalities.
•	Identify gaps in recreational services not currently filled by municipalities and identify sites 
within the county to serve these needs regionally. 

•	Establish boat launches along the Contentnea Creek and other navigable waterways to 
provide outdoor recreational opportunities and water access. Coordinate with municipalities 
that might provide additional launch locations. 

•	Coordinate with state and local agencies to build out the bike paths and trails identified in 
the State’s Great Trails State Plan. Coordinate with adjacent counties and municipalities to 
create larger trail networks. This will also create recreational tourism opportunities in the 
County.

•	Continue to prioritize transportation planning and development 
efforts that will serve current and future residents and businesses.
•	Identify and pursue bicycle and pedestrian projects as identified in adopted plans such as the 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan, Great Trails State, and this plan. 

•	Identify candidate grants to assist in implementation of transportation projects identified 
by the Comprehensive Transportation Plan, the Great State Trails Map, and other planning 
efforts.

Plan Recommendations

This map contains recommended bicycle improvements identified in 
the County’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan and proposed trail 
locations identified in the NCDOT Great Trails State Plan. 

 Case Study: Greenville, NC Paddle Initiatives
As paddling along scenic rivers in eastern North Carolina grows 

in popularity, communities are implementing policies to grow 
this recreational opportunity for residents and visitors alike. 

This map depicts a potential blueway along Contentnea Creek that 
stretches from the Buckhorn Reservoir to the southeastern portion of 
the County, through the Town of Stantonsburg.

Potential kayak/boat 
launch site at Rock 

Ridge School Road and 
NC 42. 

Potential kayak/
boat launch site at 
Woodbridge Road 

Bridge. 

Potential kayak/boat 
launch site at Evansdale 

Road Bridge

Potential kayak/boat 
launch site at St. Rose 
Church Road Bridge.

Did You Know? Blueways are def ined as a  stretch of  a  water 
body that  has been mapped out with the intent 

of creat ing an educat iona l , scenic , and cha l leng ing 
exper ience for recreat iona l  paddlers .

Great Trails State Program
The Great Trails State Program 
provides funding for new trail 
development and extension of 
existing trails anywhere in the state of 
North Carolina. This includes paved 
trails or greenways, natural surface 
trails, biking trails, and equestrian 
trails. As an eligible applicant for this 
grant opportunity, Wilson County 
may pursue funding through the 
Great Trails State Program.
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Wilson CountyTHE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS INVOLVE UPDATING 
THE COUNTY’S UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE (UDO) TO 
PROMOTE ENHANCED DESIGN WITHIN NEW DEVELOPMENT. 

R E C OM M E N DAT ION S :  DE V E L OP M E N T R E G U L AT ION S

•	Provide space for a variety of housing types, lot sizes, and development 
types to meet the needs of current and future residents.
•	Update zoning and subdivision standards for new residential developments located in Reserved Growth 
Areas as identified on the Future Land Use Map to include amenities and site design features that residents 
of those neighborhoods will require (e.g. - open spaces, amenity centers, sidewalks, streetlights, etc.)

•	Promote enhanced design within new residential subdivisions.
•	Require additional pedestrian infrastructure within new residential subdivisions, such as sidewalks, multi-
use paths (aka greenways), open spaces and active recreational facilities, enhanced bioretention (aka 
stormwater control ponds), and other amenities.

•	Promote interconnectivity within new and existing developments.
•	Require cross access interconnectivity (for both residential and non-residential properties) and minimum 
block lengths and stub streets for new residential subdivisions and commercial uses. Recommended 
maximum block lengths for residential development is 800 feet, and for nonresidential development is 600 
feet. Streets within a development should be carried to the property line of adjacent properties to ensure 
future connectivity.

•	Preserve rural and agricultural areas.
•	Require buffers on new developments that locate adjacent to production agriculture. Recommend a 50-
foot wide buffer with enhanced plantings that will help reduce conflicts between new neighbors and long-
established farm operations.

Plan Recommendations

Updated, modern graphics make development standards easily 
understood.

Sample UDO Outline:
Chapter 1: General Provisions
Chapter 2: Administration 
Chapter 3: Process and Procedures
Chapter 4: Zoning Districts & 
Dimensions
Chapter 5: Uses and Use Standards
Chapter 6: Subdivisions & 
Infrastructure
Chapter 7: Environmental Standards
Chapter 8: Development Regulations
Chapter 9: Signs 
Chapter 10: Definitions

Example of Updated Development Ordinances

Example of single-family 
detached graphic. 

Example of subdivison entrance sign 
graphic.

Recommendation Focal Areas

UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 
ORDINANCE UPDATES 
Updating the requirements in the Unified Development Ordinance 
(UDO) will help address the changing needs of the growing population 
and community preferences for new development.  Currently identi-
fied issues include the items below. 

•	 Strengthen residential subdivision design standards to reflect 
modern standards, including but not limited to:

•	 Change Major Subdivision lot count to six from four.
•	 Major Subdivision lot shall be served internally no 

joint/shared or single driveways allowed.
•	 Additional landscape buffer around all major 

subdivisions.
•	 Simplify the landscape buffer matrix to include 20ft (or 

more) staggered buffer.
•	 Strengthen standards related to transportation 

improvements required by large developments.
•	 Update and clarify zoning districts use standards and design 

standards.
•	 Update and modernize the table of permitted uses, including 

appropriately transitioning special use permits to by-right 
(with standards), where appropriate.

•	 Open space standards to ensure appropriate levels of public 
or private recreation for rural residents, including potentially 
multi-use trails.

•	 Revise development approval procedures to streamline 
and modernize the applicant experience and simplify 
administration while maintaining or improving development 
quality and outcomes.
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•	Coordinate with municipalities to increase the number of high 
paying jobs (from: City of  Wilson 2043 Comprehensive Plan)
•	Continue coordination with municipalities to promote economic development initiatives 
including the identification of new industrial and manufacturing sites, continuing education and 
job training centers, etc.

•	Encourage high-quality, job-generating development. 
•	Discourage incompatible residential development in and around employment areas, Employment Centers, and Reserved Growth 
Areas.

•	Strengthen local partnerships.
•	Establish a regular meeting schedule for local officials, staff, representatives, and leaders to convene, discuss, and solve local issues.
•	Maintain a list of regional/municipal partners. This record of organizations can help staff implement plans to identify goal alignment 
with other groups.

•	Remain open to opportunities and partnerships that will help achieve the vision and goals of this plan.

•	Coordinate with municipalities to ensure orderly growth and development in Reserved 
Growth Areas on the Future Land Use Map.
•	When development or land use intensification is proposed in Reserved Growth Areas, notify and solicit input from adjacent 
municipalities. This may also involve creating more robust development standards in that more closely match the standards of the 
municipalities that will serve as the hub for developments in these areas.

•	Coordinate with municipalities to avoid duplication of efforts in the provision of public water service.

•	Support the expansion of broadband and internet service and access.
•	Partner in the expansion of broadband coverage and services when appropriate.
•	Partner in the pursuit of federal and state grant opportunities to assist with expansion efforts.
•	Coordinate with NCDOT to install conduit during all transportation improvements for future connections.

Consider creating small area studies for rural commercial crossroads 
with higher traffic volumes or high development demand/potential.

Rural crossroads with high potential for 
development should be studied to ensure future 
high quality development. Such a study would 
discuss connectivity (both between adjacent 
businesses and to adjacent neighborhoods) in a 
way that mitigates any expected additional traffic, 
examines potential uses, and development of 
design standards (materials, landscaping, signage, 
amenities, parking, etc.) that will create a pleasing 
built environment. After the study is completed, 
the recommendations should be adopted into 
local development regulations.

Enhanced Streetscape:

A key element of urban design is to create the semblance of architecture along the street frontage wherever possible. This 
sense of refuge along one side of the sidewalk enhances the pedestrian experience. Wherever possible the streetscape 
should be enclosed with building facades, storefronts, window displays, and outdoor seating. Where this is not possible due 
to surface parking and open lots the streetscape should be improved such that the open lot is separated from the sidewalk, 
creating a sense of enclosure. 
One of the following options shall be used along any lots that lack a building along the frontage.

Option Two proposes a 5’ minimum planting strip between the sidewalk and any parking area. This strip can accommodate 
a shade trees and 24”-30” tall masonry wall within the 5’ strip to screen parked cars.

PARKING FRONTAGE OPTION B
24”-30”” TALL MASONRY WALL

19’ min

ROW
6’ min

10’x70’ sight triangle

5’ min

8’ min 6’ min 5’ min 19’ min

Option OneOption One proposes a 10’ minimum planting strip between the sidewalk and any parking area. This strip can accommodate 
a shade trees and 2’ minimum shrub border.

PARKING FRONTAGE OPTION A
2’ TALL SHRUBS IN 10’ WIDE PLANTING STRIP

19’ min

ROW
6’ min

10’x70’ sight triangle10’x70’ sight triangle

10’ min

8’ min 6’ min 10’ min 19’ min

Option Three proposes a 5’ minimum planting strip between the sidewalk and any parking area. This strip can 
accommodate a shade trees and masonry columns between 24”-36” height with fencing sections between each column.

PARKING FRONTAGE OPTION C
BRICK COLUMN WITH FENCING

19’ min

8’ min 8’ min 5’ min 19’ min

ROW
6’ min

10’x70’ sight triangle10’x70’ sight triangle

5’ min

The three options are meant to provide flexibility for existing conditions and are installed outside the public right of way. 
The property owner would:
• Select a width which provides the necessary screening by use
• Install plant materials according to the plant palette and planting specifications
• Utilize brick or stone walls and columns to relate to context
• Select Fence sections to be compatible with adjacent architecture

SILER CITY DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN66

Design Guidelines

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE ENHANCED COORDINATION BETWEEN 
THE COUNTY, NCDOT, AND LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES, ALONG WITH STRATEGIES 
TO BOOST COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY AT KEY CROSSROADS.

R E C OM M E N DAT ION S :  T R A N SP ORTAT ION & 
I N T E RG OV E R N M E N TA L C O OR DI NAT ION

•	Promote neighborhood-serving and community-scale 
nonresidential uses in areas identified as Rural Commercial 
Crossroads on the Future Land Use Map.
•	Analyze the County’s Zoning Map to determine existing zoning designations at various 
crossroads and update the Table of Permitted Uses to allow for appropriate retail, service, 
and commercial uses.

•	Encourage the reuse of existing nonresidential structures.
•	Support rezoning of properties in and adjacent to Rural Commercial Crossroads for 
appropriate uses and when appropriate design criteria are met (sufficient street network, 
traffic control, and turn lanes, interconnectivity, building and site design criteria, connection to 
public drinking water supply, etc.)

Commercial Crossroads Recommendations

•	Continue to prioritize transportation planning and 
development efforts that will serve current and future 
residents and businesses.
•	Regularly coordinate with the Upper Coastal Plain Rural Planning Organization to 
discuss pending and approved developments impacting roadways within the County.  
Establish priority projects that will mitigate congestion and position those projects 
for capturing outside funding.

•	Update the County’s 2008 Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP).

•	Promote interconnectivity within new and existing 
developments.
•	Ensure new development provides stub streets through the development at intervals 
equivalent to recommended minimum block lengths.

•	Reduce the impact of new development on traffic 
congestion and existing thoroughfares and highways.
•	Identify roadways where limiting the number of driveways is desired. 
•	Establish standards in the Unified Development Ordinance to minimize driveways 
that are too closely spaced.

Transportation Recommendations

The map above shows that higher traffic volumes in the County exist 
along Interstate-95, Interstate-587 and portions of US-264 closer to 
the City of Wilson. 

Intergovernmental Coordination Recommendations


