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RECOMMENDATIONS: AGRICULTURE 2045

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE AIMED TOWARDS FURTHERING THE Wilson County
COUNTY’S RICH AGRICULTURAL HISTORY AND THE RELATIONTO

CONSERVATION AND CONTRIBUTIONTO THE LOCAL ECONOMY. Did You Know? In 2022, Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting

produced $96.| million in GDP for Wilson County,
North Carolina.
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Voluntary Agricultural Districts (VAD) are areas where
agricultural production is promoted and encouraged.
Participation is voluntary.VADs encourage preservation &
of farmland and discourage urbandevelopment in close proximities.
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*Preserve rural and agricultural areas. AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, FISHING, AND

*Support the development of a regional greenbelt that will connect agricultural lands, HUNTING - 2023Q2
floodplains, forests, wetlands, greenway corridors, open spaces, and natural areas. Forming
partnerships with local land trusts, conservation agencies, and/or municipalities is

recommended. Employment

* Continue to notify property owners of the presence and significance of the Voluntary
Agriculture District program and enrolled properties.

~ 25 *Support agricultural production and agritourism as economic il e
engines. $56,330
*Maintain a focus on supporting the operation of production agriculture. E.g. - minimize Regional employment / 2,089,655 in the nation Avg Wages per Worker / $46,910 in the nation

residential development (and associated traffic congestion) on roads in rural areas, support
agricultural-supportive industries, land uses, and operations, establish larger buffers for
residential development adjacent to production agriculture, etc. 4

Case Study: Alamance County Farmland

Preservation Program

. ﬂ X B '_..' The Alamance County Farmland Preservation Program is an initiative that
\"\ o=t e S ) (31) oo e e protects agricultural lands and promotes sustainable farming practices
This map shows both Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) arm designation. within the county.This program is supported by the NC Agriculture

participants and associated |/2-mile buffer zones. A majority of VADs *Maintain availability of and access to local agricultural products. Development & Farmiand Presé?::;t;:;t rund and the Fiedmont tanc
are located in the southwestern pOI"tiOI‘I of the County. * Provide opportunities for local farms to sell goods to residents, businesses, and visitors.

(1) N\ 7 * Partner with the Chamber of Commerce to expand vendors at the Wilson Farmers &
| Artisan Market.

* Encourage agritourism activities for existing operations that are interested in the bona-fide

The primary goals of the program are to:

|.  Promote Agricultural Values: By increasing the visibility and pride
in the agricultural community, the program supports the economic and
financial health of local agriculture and forestry.
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SHAERERD County Profile

2. Preserve Farmland: These voluntary agreements allow landowners
to sell the non-agricultural development rights of their land. Landowners
retain ownership, the right to sell or rent the land, and the right to farm.

. .
Wilson County
" Support local agriculture
Wilson County accounts for Percent of farms that: Share of Sales by Type (%) b . W°| C
AGRITOURISM 2% - e 8 T eon Lo
of state agricultural sales Haveintemet 70 Livestock, poultry, and products 23 Grower endorsement to verify
ASSESSMENT Land in Farms by Use (%) - local farming operations.
Farm 2
organically ngIf'anld ; 8§
2024 Woodland 14 ﬂn CG
Farms by Size Sell directly to 5 Other 1 _\‘7.5 &
. . Number Percent of Total 2 consumers A y '¢'
As part of a separate analysis to this plan, an 1109 acres 32 12 S & :2
o o h b d 10 to 49 acres 89 32 Hire

agritourism assessment has been prepare 50 10 179 acres 70 o5 A { Land Use Practices (% of farms)
which outlines various approaches for Wilson 1on oA acres > " No i a8

. 500 to 999 acres 14 5 Are family Reduced till 9
County farms to attract visitors for the purposes 1,000 + acres 34 12 ame 94 ensie 3: G e
of entertaining or educating while generating fowt
income. N
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RECOMMENDATIONS: RECREATION

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS AIMTO EXPAND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES INWILSON COUNTY.

1 /_C @

= Potential Blueway

gackl

SHAé’SBURG _

\0

34 Miles

s

I

231 7 - | ELM CITY

—_—

Potential kayak/boat [~
launch site at Rock
Ridge School Road and

NC 42.

Potential kayak/boat
launch site at Evansdale
Road Bridge

CITY OF WILSON

Potential kayak/
boat launch site at
Woodbridge Road

Bridge.

o~

Potential kayak/boat
\| launch site at St. Rose | LucAMA 3
| Church Road Bridge. |~ s

SARATOGA

1-795 wq# STANTONSBURG.

This map depicts a potential blueway along Contentnea Creek that
stretches from the Buckhorn Reservoir to the southeastern portion of
the County, through the Town of Stantonsburg.
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NCDOT Great Trails State Plan 97
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This map contains 'recommende/d bicycle improvements identified in
the County’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan and proposed trail
locations identified in the NCDOT Great Trails State Plan.

Did You Know?

" Case Study: Greenville, NC Paddle Initiatives

As paddling along scenic rivers in eastern North Carolina grows
in popularity, communities are implementing policies to grow
this recreational opportunity for residents and visitors alike.

=
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Blueways are defined as a stretch of a water
body that has been mapped out with the intent
of creating an educational, scenic, and challenging
experience for recreational paddlers.

Plan Recommmendations

*Create public recreational opportunities that connect and
compliment facilities and services provided by municipalities.

* Identify gaps in recreational services not currently filled by municipalities and identify sites
within the county to serve these needs regionally.

* Establish boat launches along the Contentnea Creek and other navigable waterways to
provide outdoor recreational opportunities and water access. Coordinate with municipalities
that might provide additional launch locations.

* Coordinate with state and local agencies to build out the bike paths and trails identified in
the State’s Great Trails State Plan. Coordinate with adjacent counties and municipalities to
create larger trail networks. This will also create recreational tourism opportunities in the
County.

*Continue to prioritize transportation planning and development
efforts that will serve current and future residents and businesses.

*ldentify and pursue bicycle and pedestrian projects as identified in adopted plans such as the
Comprehensive Transportation Plan, Great Trails State, and this plan.

*ldentify candidate grants to assist in implementation of transportation projects identified
by the Comprehensive Transportation Plan, the Great State Trails Map, and other planning
efforts.

GREAT
TRAILS
STATE

N*C

Great Trails State Program ——___.
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trails, biking trails, and equestrian
trails.As an eligible applicant for this <

: . Lee
grant opportunlty, Wilson County », 4’;’"‘- - s { = Proposed Shared Use Path
may Pu rsue funding th rough the \. , Wla-qﬁne Best route based on existing plans and input to-date
. ¥ - Draft Alt te Rout
Great Trails State Program. t SR e s S

e
~ 'Nofthamptonj

Halifax =3

e el
r
M i U R R
Edgecombe }‘f‘f sy i
O Martifﬁ\.ww
y "L .
| -~ 1 R
d% by i ’.l" "
gy

Preas

Pittisew ™ :
W - el ._
Greene ‘| ] B.-_f ey

~ I il 4 ot e
reat Trails State Map

'
,w
i

4
i
P J-.‘\.'V— eun” Gap
! 0‘ Connection desired, but lacks specific route planning

WithersRavenel
ngineers | Planners | Surveyors



A THRIVING
TOMORROW

RECOMMENDATIONS: DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2045

THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS INVOLVE UPDATING Plan Recommendations Wilson County
THE COUNTY’S UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE (UDO)TO Provia f o . e t
PROMOTE ENHANCED DESIGN WITHIN NEW DEVELOPMENT. W;Z:'t::’::: t;: :::;;e:}';w:::':f dt)f'E::;eoresslizdfﬁ:: evelopmen

* Update zoning and subdivision standards for new residential developments located in Reserved Growth
Areas as identified on the Future Land Use Map to include amenities and site design features that residents
of those neighborhoods will require (e.g. - open spaces, amenity centers, sidewalks, streetlights, etc.)

o ;
Recommendation Focal Areas

UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT
ORDINANCE UPDATES

Updating the requirements in the Unified Development Ordinance
(UDO) will help address the changing needs of the growing population
and community preferences for new development. Currently identi-
fied issues include the items below.

*Promote enhanced design within new residential subdivisions.

* Require additional pedestrian infrastructure within new residential subdivisions, such as sidewalks, multi-
use paths (aka greenways), open spaces and active recreational facilities, enhanced bioretention (aka
stormwater control ponds), and other amenities.

*Promote interconnectivity within new and existing developments.

) ; o : éﬂ *Require cross access interconnectivity (for both residential and non-residential properties) and minimum
* Strengthen residential subdivision design standards to reflect Z;‘:::% 2 . ity block lengths and stub streets for new residential subdivisions and commercial uses. Recommended
modern standards, including but not limited to: - . maximum block lengths for residential development is 800 feet, and for nonresidential development is 600
* Change Major Subdivision lot count to six from four. 3. feet. Streets within a development should be carried to the property line of adjacent properties to ensure
e Major Subdivision lot shall be served internally no 23 future connectivity.
o ]t/ hared i ole dri I d Y 30' Width ga
olint/shared or singie dariveways aliowed. 2' Berm (Min. 2:1 Slope, Max. 3:1 Slope) R
Jo E 4 , 4 Opaque Wall or Fence *Preserve rural and agricultural areas.
* Additional landscape buffer around all major 1 Evergreen Tree per 100 LF 1 . . . .
. 2 Canopy Trees per 100 LF * Require buffers on new developments that locate adjacent to production agriculture. Recommend a 50-
subdivisions. 2 Understory Trees per 100 LF . . _ . . )
15 Shrubs per 100 LF : P - foot wide buffer with enhanced plantings that will help reduce conflicts between new neighbors and long-
 Simplify the landscape buffer matrix to include 20ft (or established farm operations.
more) staggered buffer. . Updated, modern graphics make development standards easily
* Strengthen standards related to transportation
. . understood.
improvements required by large developments.
* Update and clarify zoning districts use standards and design
standards.
* Update and modernize the table of permitted uses, including
appropriately transitioning special use permits to by-right Example of Updated Development Ordinances
(with standards), where appropriate.
* Open space standards to ensure appropriate levels of public 4 INFRASTRUCTURE & SUBDIVISION STANDARDS
or private recreation for rural residents, including potentially 12 Requred improvemenis T
multi-use trails. TABLE OF CONTENIS 41 Sttosls o
A5 SIdeWalKS.......oooe e e 4-8
* Revise development approval procedures to streamline 4T Utifes oo
o 0 5 0 c 4.8
and modernize the applicant experience and simplify 11 PupOSe. 1 ;
. . . . . . . . . 1.2 AURORY 1-1 ¥
administration while maintaining or improving development V3 Tile 11 R L 51
1.4 Jurisdiction............ccooeee. I e 1-1 5.2  Water Supply Watershed Protection Overlay ... 5-22
quality and outcomes. 16 Nonconformites under Pior Ordinance TG 23 Stommmaer e e COMOL = 2
15 Confietwith Oher Lawe oo @S| Sample UDO Outline: 2o
19 DFﬁciaIZoninlg LB e 1-3 61  The Administr: :
1711 Effecive Date o 62 PlamingBoar - Chapter 1: General Provisions * —
11% Eilaﬂlg?ltillgrnfirc[?g::;gz; ..................................................................................... 1:3 64 City Cpuncil...; o . . :jlif‘ ;-f
1112 Validty and Severabllty .. 65 TecicalRe  Chapter 2: Administration | 4B
21 General ... et et e 2-1 . H t Chapter 3: Process and Procedures ==
53 Genoral Zoning Disiicls .- 12 Pnendfer  Chapter 4: Zoning Districts &
%; gve:jlii}f Zulnéng _[]IlstSE:tts:..t. ............................................................................ %—i 7.4 Legislative Pro . .
26 ZOMNG MBP et 75 Perfomance¢ - [)imensions
25 Addional Standards. 17 VestedRights o sl d Use Standard
29  Viewshed Overlay District Standards ..., 2-16 & NON-CONF(} ap €r o5: UsEs an S€ andards
' GN "BD'“ }1 81 fumsse.... . Chapter 6: Subdivisions &
32 Dimensional SIBNAards. oo 83 NowConorni Infrastructure - .
T e &5 Non-Conformi Example of subdivison entrance sign
3.5 LandSCApINg and SCrEening ... oo 311 85 Non-tontormi Chapter 7: Environmental Standards .
3.6 Parking and Loading............oo 333 28  Appeals and M graphlc.
37 LIGIEING oo 3-38 PP .
38 SIS 339 Chapter 8: Development Regulations
: . . Chapter 9: Signs
Example of single-family P 5

. Chapter 10: Definiti
detached graphic. apter 10: Definitions
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RECOMMENDATIONS: TRANSPORTATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE ENHANCED COORDINATION BETWEEN
THE COUNTY, NCDOT,AND LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES,ALONGWITH STRATEGIES - .

2022 AADT (Annual Average Daily Trips) (97)
TO BOOST COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY AT KEY CROSSROADS. iy

(" Consider creating small area studies for rural commercial crossroads

Commercial Crossroads Recommendations
with higher traffic volumes or high development demand/potential.

 SARATOGA

‘

and commercial uses.

*Promote neighborhood-serving and community-scale Rural crossroads with high potential for
nonresidential uses in areas identified as Rural Commercial development should be studied to ensure future
Crossroads on the Future Land Use Map. high quality development. Such a study would
* Analyze the County’s Zoning Map to determine existing zoning designations at various discuss connectivity (both between adjacent
crossroads and update the Table of Permitted Uses to allow for appropriate retail, service, businesses and to adjacent neighborhoods) in a

way that mitigates any expected additional traffic, il NN TN -
examines potential uses, and development of N ?
design standards (materials, landscaping, signage,

* Encourage the reuse of existing nonresidential structures.

*Support rezoning of properties in and adjacent to Rural Commercial Crossroads for Wiy S —
appropriate uses and when appropriate design criteria are met (sufficient street network, : \
traffic control, and turn lanes, interconnectivity, building and site design criteria, connection to amenities, parking, etc.) that will create a pleasing

W F S T el .
public drinking water supply, etc.) built environment. After the study is completed, =~~~ “° - = 3 The min 4bove Shaws that Higher traffic volures n the County exist
the recommendations should be adopted into SRl SRR |

e e S along Interstate-95, Interstate-587 and portions of US-264 closer to
local development regulations.

the City of Wilson.

Intergovernmental Coordination Recommendations

owing options shall be used along any lots that lack a building along the frontage.

*Coordinate with municipalities to increase the number of high
paying jobs (from: City of Wilson 2043 Comprehensive Plan)

* Continue coordination with municipalities to promote economic development initiatives
including the identification of new industrial and manufacturing sites, continuing education and
job training centers, etc.

Transportation Recommendations

*Continue to prioritize transportation planning and

Di . . o . development efforts that will serve current and future
* Discourage incompatible residential development in and around employment areas, Employment Centers, and Reserved Growth i d busi
Areas. County AC reage residents and businesses.

*Regularly coordinate with the Upper Coastal Plain Rural Planning Organization to
discuss pending and approved developments impacting roadways within the County.

* Encourage high-quality, job-generating development.

*Strengthen local partnerships. Municipal

*Establish a regular meeting schedule for local officials, staff, representatives, and leaders to convene, discuss, and solve local issues. Influence Areas Establish priority projects that will mitigate congestion and position those projects

* Maintain a list of regional/municipal partners.This record of organizations can help staff implement plans to identify goal alignment (corporate for capturing outside funding.

with other groups. limits and ET]s) » Update the County’s 2008 Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP).
*Remain open to opportunities and partnerships that will help achieve the vision and goals of this plan. . .« . < u e e 4o
P PP P P P & P Seudy Area *Promote interconnectivity within new and existing
*Coordinate with municipalities to ensure orderly growth and development in Reserved (remainder of New Single Family developments.
Growth Areas on the Future Land Use Map. County) Residential (2001-2023) *Ensure new development provides stub streets through the development at intervals
*When development or land use intensification is proposed in Reserved Growth Areas, notify and solicit input from adjacent Municipal Influence Areas equivalent to recommended minimum block lengths.
municipalities. This may also involve creating more robust development standards in that more closely match the standards of the corporate limits and 649 o o
municipalities that will serve as the hub for developments in these areas. (corp ETJs) .Reduce. the |mpa<.:t ?f new development on .trafflc
* Coordinate with municipalities to avoid duplication of efforts in the provision of public water service. Study Area — congestion and existing thoroughfares and highways.

* [dentify roadways where limiting the number of driveways is desired.

°Support the expansion of broadband and internet service and access. “The acreage consumed by each is * Establish standards in the Unified Development Ordinance to minimize driveways

*Partner in the expansion of broadband coverage and services when appropriate. approximately equal. that are too closely spaced.

*Partner in the pursuit of federal and state grant opportunities to assist with expansion efforts.

* Coordinate with NCDOT to install conduit during all transportation improvements for future connections. ..%
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